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i88o. Atheism, he loved justice more, and stuck to
his proposition,, which was carried. The second
Committee reported that Mr. Bradlaugh should
not be allowed to take the oath, but recommended
that he should be permitted to affirm at his own
risk. Mr. Labouchere, Mr. Bradlaugh's colleague
in the representation of Northampton, moved the
House to this effect. But his motion was lost
in favour of Sir Hardinge GiiFard's amendment
that Mr. Bradlaugh had no right either to swear
June 22. or to affirm. Next day Mr. Bradlaugh again
presented himself to take the oath,, and was
ordered to withdraw, after being heard in his
own defence at the Bar, Refusing to obey, he
was committed to the Clock Tower on the motion
of Sir Stafford Northcote, who, however, moved
the next day for his release. After the vote of
the 22nd Mr. Gladstone declined to do anything
more, as the House had taken the matter out of
his hands. But mere avoidance of responsibility
settles nothing, and on the 1st of July the Prime
Minister had to resume his functions as Leader
of the House. He proposed a general resolution,
which was made a standing order, that any Member
claiming to make an affirmation should have the
opportunity of doing so, subject to his liability by
statute. This was carried by a large majority,
and Mr. Bradlaugh, after affirming, took his seat
on the Liberal benches. Thus the first stage of
the conflict ended without much credit to any-
body concerned. Mr. Bradlaugh would have gone
through a form which was to him a mockery.
The Prime Minister had lost control of the
House, and suffered virtual defeat at the hands
of the Opposition.1 The Conservative party had
shown a sinister readiness to associate with Mr.

1 Not technical defeat, because tlie Ministerial Whips did not
"tell" for Mr. Laboucliere's motion.